[image: image1.png]



	
	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


September 15, 2009
Excitement over opening of new highway
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli says the opening of the New Perth to Bunbury Highway on September 20 will mark a momentous occasion for Bunbury and the South West.

“Although it’s impossible to predict exactly the impact of the new highway, the general feeling is overwhelmingly positive,” Mr Castrilli said.

 “We’ll be able to attract more Perth residents for day trips and short breaks, as well as making Bunbury and the South West more easily accessible for interstate and overseas visitors.”

“There’s no doubt that it’s going to be positive and hopefully will generate a lot of economic activity for the area.
“Thankfully, the new highway also closes a dark chapter in WA’s road history, as it will supersede a dangerous 30km stretch of Old Coast Road.”


Mr Castrilli said the business community and tourism industry has been anticipating the road for a long time and were hopeful it would bring increased visitor numbers.

 “We’ve just had one new luxury hotel open its doors, and an old motel was demolished last month to make way for a new resort on the beachfront, so people are feeling confident about Bunbury’s future,” Mr Castrilli said.
“The highway will also have benefits for local business people, who I’m sure will be relieved at the shorter travelling time to Perth to attend meetings.”
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