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Land to make a dream come true
A PERSONAL dream, a commitment to a friend, a much-needed care facility – these have all become a reality with State Government funding to purchase a special parcel of land in Treendale.
While it may seem just the beginning, the acquisition of land is in fact the culmination of many years of lobbying by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli, who made it his personal mission to see a facility built to free young people from aged-care nursing homes.
For younger people in the South West with acquired brain injuries, MS or other degenerative neurological conditions, their options have been to live in a facility in Perth or reside locally in aged care nursing homes which are inappropriate for their needs.
After witnessing the plight of a young woman who was brain-injured in a car crash and forced to live in an aged care home, Mr Castrilli vowed that something had to be done.
In October 2009, the State Government gave a grant of $701,000 to the MS Society of WA to buy a 4000sq m block in Treendale, Australind.
The MS Society will build, equip and operate an accommodation and respite facility at the site, which has views of a lake and pathways through established parkland.
“I cannot describe how much this means to me,” Mr Castrilli said.
“I especially offer my gratitude to those families who have shared their stories and helped get us that step closer to where we are now.”

“I also thank and congratulate Marcus Stafford and his MS Society staff for their foresight and cooperation in working alongside me with the common goal of providing a more suitable high care accommodation option for our young people in the South West,” Mr Castrilli said.
