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November 10, 2009
Program to reduce ED wait times welcomed
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the introduction of the Four Hour Rule Program at Bunbury Regional Hospital.
“The program was introduced at the end of last month and aims to ensure that 98 per cent of ED patients are seen and admitted, discharged or transferred within four hours,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Four Perth hospitals started the program in April 2009 and some promising results have already been achieved.”
“In Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital from July to September, the average length of stay in the ED has been reduced by one hour and 20 minutes from the same period in 2008.”

“Bunbury is in the early stages of the program and has two years to achieve the significant four-hour target.

“Another positive to come from the Four Hour Rule Program is that the first six months of its implementation will deliver vital information which will be used in the upgrade of Bunbury’s emergency department,” Mr Castrilli said.
“This in turn will be used to inform planning for an intensive care unit in Bunbury.”
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