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Research into dolphin deaths welcomed
The release of a research report into dolphin deaths in Bunbury is an important part of understanding the lives of the Koombana Bay dolphins, says Bunbury MLA John Castrilli.
Murdoch University researchers last week released an initial report into the deaths of eight dolphins in Bunbury’s inner waters over a two-year period.
“Our iconic dolphin population is a much-loved feature of the natural environment and a vital part of the ecosystem, as well as being a tourist attraction,” Mr Castrilli said.

“Sadly, some of the Koombana Bay dolphins have died as a result of human activities, such as the calf Cruiser who slowly died after fishing line debris became tangled around its beak.”

“Any research which can tell us more about the lives and habits of these wonderful mammals, and help prevent their deaths, will benefit the whole community as well as the dolphins.”
The report found no trends in the timing or cause of deaths, and further analysis of tissue samples will now be done.
“It’s also important to note that these deaths happened over two years, not a period of months which was the case with the Swan River dolphins,” Mr Castrilli said.
The waterways which the report centred on include the Leschenault Inlet and Estuary, Inner and Outer Harbour, and the Brunswick and Collie Rivers. 

Studies have shown that 16 dolphins are ‘consistent users’ of these areas and are unique in that they do not range to other open-ocean areas.

Six of the 16 dolphins died over the past two years, with another two presumed to be dead.
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