[image: image1.png]



	
	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


February 11, 2010
Forum explores new housing options for people with disabilities
New living options for people with a disability wanting to move into their own home were today showcased at the Community Living Forum held in Bunbury.

Information forums are being held across the state as part of the Community Living Initiative by the Disability Services Commission, to raise awareness of the new range of accommodation opportunities for people with disabilities. 

Bunbury MLA John Castrill said he was pleased to open the event and address the forum, which highlighted to the local community the new living options available to people who have a disability. 

“The Community Living Initiative grew from recognition that traditional accommodation options such as group homes did not suit everyone – one size does not fit all,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“Feedback from people with disabilities and their families made it clear that alternatives were required that were flexible, community-based and responsive to individual needs.”
“We are lucky here in Bunbury to have a caring community to support this initiative.”

“It will not only offer people with a disability a choice regarding their future, but will also help strengthen our entire community.”
“Community living options focus on what people with disabilities can do rather than focus on their support requirements.”
“The Community Living Initiative provides us with important new options to help more people with disabilities to live in a place of their own in their local communities,” Mr Castrilli said.
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