[image: image1.png]



	
	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


February 23, 2010
New boating safety program for local schools
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the introduction of a new boating safety program now available to primary schools across WA, including those in Bunbury. 

“We are very lucky in Bunbury to have easy access to the ocean, estuary and rivers where people of all ages can enjoy boating activities,” Mr Castrilli said.

“However safety needs to be at the front of people’s minds out on the water, and this initiative will help children learn about marine safety from a young age.”

“The Junior Crew program provides a basic understanding of the skills and knowledge required to be safe on the water. It covers boating topics including weather, safety equipment, and what to do in case of an accident or emergency.”
“I congratulate Transport Minister Simon O’Brien on launching the Junior Crew program and education package, specially designed to introduce students in Years 3, 4 and 5 to boating safety messages.”

The program provides a resource pack for teachers, including learning aides such as a story book introducing students to ‘Skip the Boat Safe Bird’, as well as worksheets and flash cards.

The State-wide introduction of the program follows a comprehensive trial in selected WA primary schools last year which resulted in overwhelming support from teachers and the more than 300 students who participated.

Mr Castrilli said the introduction of the Junior Crew program would complement the successful introduction of the Recreational Skipper's Ticket (RST) in WA which had seen more than 129,000 people gain the marine qualification.

“The boating community's support of the RST combined with the introduction of the Junior Crew program will see awareness of the need to be safe on the water increase to unprecedented levels in WA,” he said.

For more information about the Junior Crew program visit www.transport.wa.gov.au/juniorcrew
Teachers can also order a Junior Crew package through this website. 
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