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	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


February 15, 2010
Move to clear confusion on Waterfront process
BUNBURY MLA John Castrilli has moved to clear confusion and misinformation about the Bunbury Waterfront project.

The development of the Waterfront takes a step forward from February 16 with the start of the first major planning process needed to make the project a reality.

Ahead of the release of documents for public comment, Mr Castrilli said that misinformation was unfortunately causing confusion in the community and could hinder people being able to make an informed decision on the process.
“What I want to make absolutely clear to people is that this stage of the process is not about making decisions on final developments, it is the time for people to comment on planning amendments to the land-use zoning of the area,” Mr Castrilli said.

Public comment will be sought on three major amendments to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme. The amendments are based on the recommendations of the Bunbury Waterfront Taskforce, and will establish the broad land use for the area. 

“These amendments take into account the feedback received from more than 880 submissions when the Eastside Structure Plan was advertised for public comment and we will welcome further views during the 90-day public comment period,” Mr Castrilli said.
The amendments propose the rezoning of parts of Marlston North, Koombana North and Koombana South to allow development for a range of uses, including private residential, hospitality, retail, office and commercial, but retaining regional open space along the waterfront.

 “Before any development can take place, the City of Bunbury will need to amend their local planning scheme, incorporating detailed design guidelines through an endorsed structure plan,” Mr Castrilli said.

“At each key stage there will be the opportunity for public submissions and responses from a wide range of bodies, including water, public transport, industry and environmental agencies.”
“These processes ensure that the vision and plans for development of the waterfront are well-advertised and community expectations are considered when the proposals are finally assessed and a decision made.”
A public information session will be held at 7.30 pm on March 3 at the Lord Forrest Hotel where the process will be explained in more detail. 

 “I would urge anyone interested to attend and find out more about this project,” Mr Castrilli said.

The amendments will be advertised for public comment for 90 days from February 16 until close of business on May 17. For more information visit www.planning.wa.gov.au/comment
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