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	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


February 9, 2010
Public comment sought on Waterfront
Members of the public will be able to have their say on planning amendments for the Bunbury Waterfront project from next week. 
Following a complete review of the Eastside Precinct proposal by a Ministerial Taskforce chaired by Bunbury MLA John Castrilli, a revised set of planning amendments will be released for public exhibition and comment on February 16.
People will be able to view maps and a copy of the Taskforce Report at the City of Bunbury offices, and a scale model of the CBD showing the three amendments will also be displayed at the Council offices.
 “I took on board the very strong concerns expressed by the community when the previous Eastside plans were made public,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“The time has now come for the public to have a good look at the areas which are proposed to change from Regional Open Space to Regional Centre Zone, over the 90 day advertising period.”
“This stage will not focus on the details of development such as building types, but rather it deals with the structural issue of changes to regional reservations and zonings.” 

The Eastside Precinct proposal, which formed part of Stage 1 of the Bunbury Waterfront Project, attracted 881 submissions when advertising closed in August 2008. The majority objected to the scale, bulk and height of development on the foreshore and the loss of public open space.

To address the planning issues, Mr Castrilli worked with Planning Minister John Day to establish a Ministerial Taskforce in May 2009. The Taskforce commissioned a review of the Eastside proposal by a Technical Advisory Committee comprising experts in town planning, urban design and project management.
“I understand some people may have been concerned that decisions may have been made without community input. However I can assure everyone the work completed by the Taskforce has purely been to address technical planning issues – we basically had to go back to square one,” Mr Castrilli said.
The report of the Advisory Committee was endorsed by the Taskforce in October 2009 and subsequently adopted by the WA Planning Commission in December 2009 as a set of amendments to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme.

Mr Castrilli emphasized that this was the first step in establishing the limits of development on the waterfront.

“The public input will largely determine what areas can progress to more detailed planning which will be formalised through an amendment to the City of Bunbury Town Planning Scheme,” he said.

Any changes to Bunbury’s Town Planning Scheme must be adopted by the council and also go through a public advertising period.
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