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March 8, 2010
Waterfront community meeting
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has rejected claims that a second public meeting is required to discuss land zoning amendments related to the Bunbury Waterfront project. 

Mr Castrilli said the public meeting on March 3 was widely advertised and the relatively low turnout of approximately 46 people could be attributed to many factors, including that people were happy with progress being made by the Waterfront Taskforce.

“The meeting was advertised in local and State newspapers, I spoke about it on the radio, and issued a media release before the meeting reminding people to attend, in addition to regularly speaking about the meeting for a month beforehand,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“The Bunbury Waterfront Taskforce, of which I am Chairman, established a Technical Advisory Committee to deal with regional planning issues related to the area.” 
“The head of the Technical Advisory Committee, Patric de Villiers, spoke at the meeting with the aim of informing people how the group went about making its recommendations and what those recommendations meant.”
“Adele Farina is wrong in claiming that there was no community representation on the Taskforce, as Bunbury Mayor David Smith was in fact a member of the Taskforce,” Mr Castrilli said.
“I fail to see how Ms Farina can state that there was no community representation on the Taskforce when it included the Mayor, who is elected by the people of Bunbury as their representative,” Mr Castrilli said.
More information on how to make a public submission on zoning amendments under the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme is available online at http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/ under the “Plans and Policies” section.

FOOTNOTE: Mr Castrilli travelled down from Perth on Wednesday March 3 to attend and chair the public meeting, however became ill shortly after arriving in Bunbury. Representatives from the City of Bunbury, relevant Government departments, as well as independent planning consultant Patric de Villiers, attended the meeting and answered questions from the community.
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