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May 10, 2010
Fuel card expansion a boost for disability pensioners
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the expansion of the Country Age Pension Fuel Card scheme to include disability and other pension categories. 
The scheme was launched in April 2009 and has so far helped more than 28,000 aged pensioners from regional areas with a $500 card to be used on fuel or taxi fares.

Regional Development Minister Brendon Grylls and Transport Minister Simon O’Brien today announced the scheme would be expanded to include a further four Centrelink benefit categories: Disability Support, Carer Payment, Widow B pension and Wife pension. 

“Feedback from disability pensioners who were previously ineligible has been taken into consideration and I am pleased that the State Government has decided to expand the program,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This initiative has already been a fantastic helping hand for aged pensioners in the Bunbury area and I’m delighted that other pensioners who are struggling to make ends meet will be able to apply for the $500 fuel card after July 1.”
People who are in the newly-included categories, or who are new Age Pension applicants, can apply for a fuel card after July 1.
Existing cardholders should receive their replacement card in late July and do not need to reapply if their details are still the same. If their details have changed they should call the fuel card hotline on 1300 666 609.
People wishing to apply for the first time can obtain fuel card applications from post offices after July 1.

More information on the fuel card is available at www.royaltiesforregions.wa.gov.au/fuelcard
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