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September 23, 2010
Federal decision leaves doctors reeling
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has condemned the actions of the Federal Department of Health and Ageing for striking Bunbury, Dalyellup and Australind off the District of Workforce Shortage (DWS) register.

Mr Castrilli said the move would make it harder for local medical practices to recruit overseas trained doctors. 

The decision came with no consultation or forewarning and has left local medical practices reeling.

 

“I am amazed that localities can have their status taken away by the Federal Government yet there appears to be no attempt to inform the medical practices that are so heavily impacted,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This decision has left several overseas doctor applications hanging and may impact on the staffing of the new after-hours GP clinic to be opened at the South West Health Campus next month.

“This is an unexpected blow for our region after critical State Government funding for the after-hours clinic came last week.

“Rightly, our medical community is disillusioned in the Federal decision after working pro-actively and passionately in recent years to help address the shortage of doctors.”

Mr Castrilli has written an urgent letter to the Federal Minister for Health, Nicola Roxon, drawing her attention to the widespread consequences of this decision and need for more consultation in the classification process.
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