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Grant for after-hours GP clinic addresses vital need
One of the most critical issues facing the South West health system will be eased thanks to a funding announcement today which will assist the establishment of an after-hours GP Clinic in Bunbury.

The clinic will be attached to the Bunbury Regional Hospital and will operate from 6pm to 10pm weeknights, 12noon to 8pm on Saturdays and 10am to 6pm on Sundays and public holidays. It is expected to open in late October.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli was one of several strong advocates for the clinic, which will ease the pressure on Bunbury Hospital’s emergency department and improve access to general practitioners.

“This announcement is cause for celebration, it may not be a complete remedy for the GP shortage that we’ve faced for many years but it is a major step in the right direction,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This clinic will ease the impact of the GP shortage on patients and greatly ease the pressure on our Emergency Department.

“The GP shortage in our region remains but this is a great step towards improving the impact on patients and creating a safer, more functional health system in our region.

“On behalf of our region’s grateful residents, I congratulate the local doctors who put up their hands to operate this clinic.” 

The Bunbury clinic was one of the beneficiaries of six grants worth $1.5 million under the State Government’s after-hours GP initiative. Overall, the State Government has committed $8.4 million over four years at the last election to improve access to general practitioners.

“This funding recognises a great need in our community and will allow residents to see a GP out of normal hours while reducing the burden of non-urgent cases at the Emergency Department.”

This clinic will complement the planned ED expansion which is expected to be completed by 2012 and ICU which will be operational in 2011. Furthermore, construction of the Cancer Radiotherapy Centre is well underway and due to be opened in 2011. 

“A few years ago our local health system was buckling under immense pressure but today a number of projects are painting a much brighter picture for the future,” Mr Castrilli said.
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