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Success grows for award-winning program
The Bunbury-based “Growing Towards Wellness” program has been recognised for its success in providing training and employment opportunities for people with a mental illness, winning a State award today.
The program won the GESB Government Organisations category in the Mental Health Good Outcomes Awards, announced at a gala breakfast today by Minister for Mental Health Dr Graham Jacobs.
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli, who attended the award presentation in Perth, congratulated program coordinator Jimmy O’Rourke on the excellent outcomes being achieved by the program. 
“I am extremely pleased to see how Growing Towards Wellness has helped participants improve their job skills, self-confidence and connections with the community,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“In many cases it has also helped people with mental health issues or a disability to move into paid employment so it is really achieving a tangible outcome for people.”

“My congratulations go to everyone involved in the program, especially the participants for making the choice to learn new skills which in turn boosts their confidence.” 
“This program is truly making a difference to people’s lives and improving our community as a whole.”
Growing Towards Wellness is a partnership program between the South West Institute of Technology (formerly TAFE) and South West Horticultural Therapy and Training.

Today’s award follows on from the program winning the State Government category in the Count Us In Awards in 2009 for its work with people with disabilities.
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