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November 24, 2010
Legislation to curb drink and drug driving welcomed

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed new legislation into State Parliament which will result in tougher penalties for drink and drug drivers in Western Australia. 
Mr Castrilli said the South West community had a long and tragic history on our roads and welcomed this latest measure which will save lives and boost safety for innocent motorists. 
“This legislation is about more than punishing selfish drivers, it’s about protecting the innocent motorists and their families who deserve to feel safe on our local roads,” he said.    

 
“Sadly people keep ignoring the road safety messages and continue to gamble with their lives and the lives of others.
“I hope these tougher penalties will save at least one life by sending a strong message to drivers that they are in control of a lethal weapon and with that comes great responsibility.

“Those who take drugs or drink alcohol before driving should not be allowed on our roads and this legislation will help remove more of them.”

The Road Traffic Amendment (Alcohol and Drug Related Offences) Bill 2010 would also require a zero Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) level for drivers of buses, taxis, heavy vehicles, small charter vehicles and vehicles carrying dangerous goods.
 
Motorists covered under S64A of the Road Traffic Act (1974), including extraordinary licence holders and recently disqualified drivers, would also be required to have a zero BAC level.
 
Research shows that drivers are twice as likely to crash with a BAC of 0.05g/100ml; seven times as likely to crash with a BAC of 0.08g/100ml; and 25 times as likely to crash with a BAC of 0.15g/100ml.
 
Drug drivers will also face higher fines and longer suspension and/or cancellation periods depending on their level of impairment and/or number of previous offences.
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