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Domestic violence assistance only a phone call away 
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is encouraging local residents to take advantage of free support available for victims of any form of domestic violence over the holiday season. 

Mr Castrilli has received advice from Child Protection Minister Robyn McSweeney that a four-week domestic violence campaign would be run, to encourage individuals and families experiencing any form of domestic abuse to access free support services over the Christmas period.
 
Mr Castrilli said an increase in family violence may occur at Christmas as a result of the combination of financial pressures, alcohol and other stressful situations within families.
“While this is not a topic that most people want to even think about at Christmas, the sad reality is that domestic violence can increase at the time of year and it important that people know where to turn for help,” Mr Castrilli said.

“This campaign is designed to increase awareness of the availability of free domestic violence support and advice services which many people may not know about.”
  

 “For most children and families Christmas is a happy time of year. But if  people feel threatened or afraid of the situation they are in, they should know that help is just a phone call away,” Mr Castrilli said.

 
The campaign will feature radio and targeted advertising to reach people experiencing domestic abuse.
The Men’s Domestic Violence Helpline (1800 000 599) is a 24-hour anonymous telephone service staffed by professional men, who do not judge, but listen and provide options.
 

The Women’s Domestic Violence Helpline (1800 007 339) is also staffed 24 hours a day by professionals who support women to make safe decisions and assist them to find accommodation if they need to leave an unsafe situation.
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