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Residents encouraged to take advantage of after-hours GP clinic

Local residents who need after-hours medical attention are being encouraged to take advantage of Bunbury’s new After-Hours GP Clinic. 

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli officially opened the clinic today and said it would benefit hundreds of local families who could now visit a doctor outside school and work hours.

Importantly, by allowing people to see a doctor after-hours the clinic will also reduce pressure on Bunbury Hospital’s emergency department. 

“The opening of this after-hours clinic gives people greater flexibility with their medical needs and also eases pressure on our hospital’s Emergency Department,” Mr Castrilli said.

“It is well known that many people presenting in EDs do not require hospital care but do need medical attention, so this offers an excellent way of meeting these people’s needs as well as catering to shift workers and others who need to see a GP outside of regular business hours.”

“I am extremely grateful on behalf of our local community, for the incredible effort by the Bunbury working group to see this after-hours clinic become a reality,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“I offer my congratulations to all involved in its development, and thank the GPs who are working hard to offer a wider range of services within our community.”

The clinic, which is operated by Brecken Health Care and is located at the Bunbury Health Campus, was one of six GP practices across WA awarded grants in September to extend their opening hours.

Mr Castrilli said the grants offered to GPs were part of a broader commitment to extend GP hours across the State. Through the After Hours GP Program, there are now 11 General Practices funded across WA, including four in country WA.

The State Government is honouring its election promise to spend $8m over four years to enable GPs to stay open after normal trading hours, providing to a wider range of options for medical care.
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