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Exciting progress as radiotherapy contract awarded for new Bunbury cancer clinic
Cancer patients in Bunbury and the South West are a step closer to having the first radiotherapy service outside the Perth metropolitan area, thanks to a contract announced today by the State Government.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said Genesis Care would provide the radiotherapy service, in conjunction with the WA Country Health Service, at the $15.2million centre being built at the South West Health Campus.

Mr Castrilli said patients with the most common cancers, including cancer of the breast, colon, lung, prostate and those undergoing palliative treatments for symptom relief, would be able to have radiotherapy treatment locally when the centre opened later this year. 

“This project was an election commitment and I am extremely pleased with the progress to date and especially the effort by Health Minister Kim Hames to see this project come to fruition for the people of Bunbury and the South West,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“Many patients will no longer have to travel to Perth to receive treatment. Being able to remain in the South West with their family and support networks will help reduce the burden of travel and accommodation costs, as well as the emotional effects of having to travel to Perth for treatment.”
“The actual radiotherapy treatment session only takes about 15 minutes but it must be done consecutively over several days or weeks, meaning it was a huge burden for people needing to travel to Perth.”


“The development of radiotherapy services is expected to generate over 20 new jobs in Bunbury for health professionals and administration staff,” Mr Castrilli said. 
The service will be funded by both the State and Federal Governments. The Managing Director of Genesis Care Mr Dan Collins said he was pleased to be working in partnership with the WA Country Health Service to provide international standard care to South West cancer patients.

“By providing care closer to home people are able to undergo treatment and enjoy the support of their families,” Mr Collins said.

Construction on the new centre, the first of its kind in regional WA, began in April 2010. The State Government is investing $9.2million and the Federal Government $6million in the project.

Health Minister Dr Kim Hames said it was anticipated that in the first five years of operation, the centre would treat up to 400 patients a year, increasing to about 670 patients by 2021 in line with expected population growth.
“From the middle of this year when the radiotherapy is due to open, cancer patients in the South West will be able to access the highest standards of care on their doorsteps,” Dr Hames said.
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