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	Hon. John Castrilli MLA
Member for Bunbury


February 22, 2011
Grants on offer for local youth projects
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is urging not-for-profit organisations and local governments in the Bunbury area to apply for grants of up to $25,000 for projects to help young people.

“Young people in Bunbury represent our future leaders, role models, employees, carers and volunteers and it’s vital that we give them every possible opportunity to reach their full potential,” Mr Castrilli said

“These grants will provide resources to help young people realise their own potential and therefore help them change their lives for the better. It is important to create opportunities for learning and personal development out in the community, beyond what is taught in schools,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“I strongly encourage all relevant local organisations to take advantage of this initiative and submit an application for grant funding of up to $25,000 for projects which will assist our community’s youth.”

Applications for the grants must address at least one of the following priorities:

· improving mental and emotional wellbeing

· increasing drug and alcohol awareness

· changing community perceptions of young people

· enhancing the capacity of youth sector agencies
· improving the lives of young people with disabilities

· providing support for young carers

Application kits are available by calling the Department for Communities on 6217 8400, online at www.communities.wa.gov.au/grants or call John Castrilli’s office on 9791 3636. 
Applications close on Saturday, April 30 at 5pm. The funding is available through the State Government’s Youth Grants WA - Strategic Project Grants 2011 which makes an annual investment of $175,000 into community programs for young people aged 12-25.

In addition to the Strategic Project Grants, ongoing grants are available through Youth Activities Grants of up to $5000 each for community organisations to develop projects that encourage young people to get involved in innovative and challenging community projects and activities. 
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