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March 24, 2011
Sisters of St John officially honoured for contributions
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli today paid tribute to the immense contributions made to Western Australia by the Sisters of St John of God for more than a century. 
Speaking in Parliament, Mr Castrilli formally recognised and thanked all the Sisters of St John and later presented them with an official Parliamentary certificate “in recognition of their enormous contribution to the pastoral care, education and health of WA communities since 1895.”

Originally formed in Wexford, Ireland in 1871, the congregation of the Sisters of St John of God branched out in 1895. Eight Sisters answered a call for help from WA, where the colony was struggling with the lack of hygiene, harsh living conditions and outbreaks of disease, especially in the newly-discovered Goldfields. 
Over the years the Sisters of St John established hospitals, schools, missions and even a leprosarium in WA’s north-west, undertaking tireless work often at the expense of their own health. Today, WA’s 10 St John of God hospitals are testimony to the efforts and foresight of successive generations of Sisters. 
Mr Castrilli said it was extremely important to acknowledge the Sisters’ immense contributions to the entire State. This includes Bunbury where some of the Sisters established a hospital in 1927, and continue to assist the community today.
“As a local resident, I have personally been impacted by the compassion of these Sisters, including during the births of my two daughters which were made even more special by Sr Killian’s involvement,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“Along with Sr Killian, Sisters Leonie, Bridie and Romanus also provided local health services and unconditional pastoral care to people of all walks of life ranging from parishioners to prisoners. They were involved in the early days of palliative care in Bunbury, making an immeasurable difference to many local families during times of great sadness and distress.
“Of course, the story of the Sisters in Western Australia is far wider than this, and their impact has been mirrored in the experiences of countless other individuals throughout WA by the services of the Sisters of St John.  

“The Sisters did not just engage in nursing, education, and pastoral care throughout our State. They gave peace and dignity during the darkest moments, and they gave joy and hope to those who would recover. It was an honour and a privilege to be able to officially recognise the contributions of the Sisters of St John of God, who have helped shape our State in countless ways,” Mr Castrilli said. 
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