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Congratulations to local Youth Awards finalists
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has congratulated two inspirational local residents for their success in being named finalists in the 2011 WA Youth Awards.

Eloise Welsh and Keith Woods have been named as two of 32 finalists in the awards which recognise the immense contributions young people, and youth workers, make to our communities.

The list of finalists was announced by the Minister for Youth Robyn McSweeney today.

Miss Welsh, a Year 11 student, is a finalist in the Recreate! Office for Youth Award for excellence in sport and recreation. Mr Woods is a finalist in the Minister for Youth’s Most Outstanding Youth Worker Award for an individual of any age who has made a significant contribution to their local community

“It’s wonderful to see two people from our region recognised and held up as shining examples to follow,” Mr Castrilli.

“Eloise and Keith deserve our gratitude for their dedication to making our community a better and more inclusive place for young people.”
“They are the perfect role models and they remind us that there are many people out there of all ages who are giving back to our community and making a big impression on other people’s lives.”
“We must make sure we continue to give our young people the opportunity to shine because the rewards for all of us are invaluable.”

Background information:

Eloise Welsh

Eloise has been an integral member of the Mornington Riding for the Disabled Association since it opened in August 2010. Her total commitment to Riding for the Disabled in 2010 was estimated at being in excess of 200 hours. Through her work, she has formed friendships with many of the special needs children who participate in the program, and teaches them about the value of team building and participation. Eloise has also been involved with Relay for Life for the past two years, is a member of the Bunbury Pony Club and is currently in Year 11 at Bunbury Catholic College. Eloise is a committed community member, a passionate volunteer and a wonderful role model for all young people in the local community. 
 

Keith Woods
Captain Keith Woods is the Commanding Officer of the 515 Army Cadet Unit in Bunbury, with a focus on delivering youth training programs that link to career development. Described as an outstanding and devoted youth worker, he spends countless hours of his own time preparing and training young people in community ethics and values, and the military traditions. Between 2008 and 2010, Keith single-handedly saved the Busselton Cadet Unit 515 group from temporary closure, driving the 100km round trip to help ensure that the 25 young cadets in the town could continue participate in  program activities. He is described as approachable, considerate, knowledgeable and is highly respected in the local community. 
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