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Funds promote school reconciliation projects
Two Bunbury schools have received State Government grants to help develop projects which promote and advance reconciliation. 
Newton Moore Senior High School and Djidi Djidi Aboriginal School will both receive grants through a Department of Indigenous Affairs program called PALS – Partnership, Acceptance, Learning, Sharing.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said he was pleased to see local schools taking on a role in strengthening relationships between indigenous and non-indigenous people and the wider community. 

“It is fantastic that our schools will be able to promote reconciliation and mutual respect through the PALS programs which they have designed for their students and school communities,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“Students and their families will be able to learn more about our local indigenous culture and the importance of respect and tolerance between people of all backgrounds.”
“Local PALS projects will enhance students’ learning in many area including art, indigenous culture, science, history and also early childhood development.”

PALS funding will help Newton Moore SHS extend its Yaakiny Program Art Project and work with the Bunbury Regional Art Galleries to stage an exhibition. The school will also undertake a second project looking at the history of local wetlands from an indigenous perspective and establishing signage for plants in Noongar language. 

Djidi Djidi school will use its PALS grant to expand its Moorditj Waabiny Play Cafe for parent of children aged 0-4. The school wants to involve more local families, as they found there were several non-indigenous families in the Picton and Glen Iris area who were not part of a playgroup or play cafe. The school also aims to introduce activities such as healthy food ideas and making a multi-cultural cookbook. 

Schools across WA will share in $83,000 in funding for the PALS projects, announced on April 19 by Indigenous Affairs Minister Peter Collier, which will range from art and cultural displays, to story-telling and health-based educational activities. 

MEDIA NOTE: List attached includes all schools funded, and other South West schools are mentioned. 
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