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Program to offer gifted students new 

opportunities in Bunbury 
Gifted and talented students from across Bunbury and the South West will soon be able to take part in a high-level educational enrichment program without having to leave the regional area. 

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said the introduction of a new Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program at Bunbury Senior High School would fill an educational gap in the region and help give country students the same opportunities as their city peers.  
Mr Castrilli has been working for more than a year towards seeing the GATE program implemented locally, to counteract the effects of the “brain drain” from Bunbury and surrounding areas. 

Mr Castrilli said the only option for students wanting to take part in GATE previously was to study online, board in the metropolitan area or for their entire family to move to Perth. 

“We are not only losing gifted students to the Perth area, in many cases we also lose their family members who are valuable members of our local community,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“This program will give gifted and talented country students the opportunity to further their education in a specialist program specifically tailored to extend and challenge their thinking.”

“This is a wonderful outcome not only for students, but for our entire community and is a true investment in Bunbury as a city for the future.”

Students currently in Year 6 will be able to apply for the GATE program which starts at Bunbury Senior High School in 2013 for Year 8s.
For more information go to www.det.wa.edu.au/curriculumsupport/giftedandtalented 
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