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May 20, 2011
South West a big winner in State Budget
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has welcomed the State Budget’s investment of more than $516 million for capital works to the South West community to help support the region. 

Mr Castrilli said a range of important projects in Bunbury and beyond had received capital funding in a Budget which also put a strong emphasis on delivering quality services for all West Australians. 

“This Budget provides an enormous and unprecedented boost to the community services sector across our State and people in Bunbury will benefit from funding to a wide range of programs,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“I am absolutely delighted that $11.5m has been allocated to the Critical Care Unit at the South West Health Campus, which will increase our emergency department places from 15 up to 27. This, along with our increasing suite of health facilities including the cancer radiotherapy centre, will make a huge difference to the lives of South West residents.
“Our community will also benefit from funding of more than $10m towards the long-awaited Waterfront project, with Stage 1 to include development areas for commercial, residential, tourist and public uses.”
“The Budget also takes into account that there are families in Bunbury doing it tough, which is why we have increased funding to the Hardship Utilities Grant Scheme, increased eligibility for the Seniors Card, and boosted the annual payment of the Seniors Cost of Living Rebate.”

“Providing quality services to all WA people is one of the key points of this Budget, and I am pleased to see unprecedented support offered to disadvantaged people through the $1billion Social Services Package.”

“It includes initiatives to improve the quality of life for people most in need, including $604million for the not-for-profit sector, with many organisations in the Bunbury area set to receive more funds for the vital work they do to help those people doing it tough.”
Record investment in regional WA will continue with $1.2billion budgeted through the Royalties for Regions program in 2011-12. 
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LIST OF SOUTH WEST INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING

Major projects funded in the South-West region this year include:

· $113million for completion of Southern Seawater Desalination Plant at Binningup
· $10.6million for Stage 1 of Bunbury Waterfront Project
· $11.5million towards construction of the Critical Care Unit (emergency department expansion) at South West Health Campus

· $8million for completion of the Bunbury cancer radiotherapy facility
· $62.5million on building and upgrading SW schools (including $22million to complete  additions and improvements to the Harvey Agricultural College, $7million to commence construction of East Dalyellup Primary School and $5m towards planning for the second stage of the $30m Dalyellup College) 

· $52.6million for continuing improvements to the Perth - Bunbury Highway 
· $25.9 million for Stage 1 of the Bunbury Outer Ring Road
· $11.7million for Port Access Road Stage 2
· $5.1m for new Career Fire and Rescue Service in Australind ($6m overall project)

· $14 million for Stage 1 of Eelup Roundabout Project

· $13million to complete Picton Water Treatment plant

· $1.6million to complete Dalyellup Water Treatment plant
· $8.9million for new Aqwest pump station in Glen Iris

· $8million to progress works on Bunbury – Albany Gas pipeline
· $45.2million for continuing work on Muja Power Station

· $22million for continued construction of the Busselton Waste Water Treatment Plant

· $16million for continuing work on Bridgetown Town Water Supply: Millstream Dam 

· $13.4million for South West Institute of Technology’s Heavy Duty Automotive trade training centre
· $9million for planning and early development works for the Busselton Health Campus

· $7.4million for continuing work on safety improvements to the Coalfields Highway.
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