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Local historian shortlisted for prestigious book award
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli has offered his congratulations to local historian Phyllis Barnes, whose work has been shortlisted for the 2010 Premier’s Book Awards. (NB: 2010 is the correct year)
Mrs Barnes has made a shortlist of five in the category for the State Library of Western Australia WA History Award.
 Along with Dr James Cameron, Mrs Barnes compiled the book “The Australind Journals of Marshall Waller Clifton 1840-1861” which is a first-person account through the journals recorded by early settler Marshall Clifton.

The Clifton family settled in the Australind area and are recognised for playing a central role in laying the foundations for the South West region.
“From Mrs Barnes’ vision and dedication this book has been borne and a critical period in the history of Australind and Brunswick has been preserved,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“Compiling the 851-page account was a mammoth task and I congratulate Mrs Barnes and everyone involved. I had pleasure in officially launching the book last year and am delighted to now see it shortlisted in the history category of the Premier’s Book awards.” 

“For those of us who currently enjoy the benefits and wonderful lifestyle that this region offers, I doubt we will ever be able to fully appreciate the incredible courage, determination and tenacity of Western Australia’s early settlers.”
“Fortunately, many aspects of settler life have now been recorded accurately for future generations through the work of Dr Cameron and Mrs Barnes who have spent countless hours researching, reading, compiling and editing Clifton’s journals to create this record.”
“As a life member of the Bunbury Historical Society and editor of three historical books, Mrs Barnes’ commitment to recording our heritage for future generations and educating others is truly inspiring,” Mr Castrilli said. 
The winners of the WA Premier’s Book Awards will be announced in September. 
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