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WA’s first regional cardiac unit to be built in Bunbury
A $5million funding injection from the State Government will allow WA’s first-ever regional cardiac care unit to be built in Bunbury. 
Each year, almost 3000 South West residents are hospitalised in Perth for acute heart conditions, or have to travel to Perth to undergo cardiac angiography (a test that uses dye and special x-rays to show the inside of coronary arteries)
The “Royalties for Regions” funding will assist St John of God Hospital in Bunbury to establish a cardiac care unit which will treat both public and private patients, avoiding the need for many patients to travel to Perth. 

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said the project was a prime example of how Royalties for Regions funding could be successfully used in a partnership with the non-government sector.

 “I look forward to seeing this facility open in 2012 to diversify the range of health treatment options we have available in Bunbury,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“The 6-bed coronary care unit will treat patients who are experiencing chest pains or have had a heart attack, offering care close to home and reducing the stress of travelling to Perth.’’

While some patients will still need to travel to Perth, the unit will offer a high level of emergency care for many people from across the South West. 

“This is another fantastic example of the increasing range of health facilities in Bunbury which will soon benefit local residents, with our new radiotherapy centre due to open soon and plans underway for a comprehensive cancer centre at St John of God hospital,” Mr Castrilli said.  
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