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Locals to benefit from funding boost to boating facilities
Recreational boaters in Bunbury and surrounds will benefit from a major State Government investment in local boating facilities. 
Announced by Transport Minister Troy Buswell, a record $8.9 million funding boost across WA will include more than $370,000 spent on new jetties, improved facilities and planning for future boating needs in Bunbury.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli said the funding under the Recreational Boating Facilities Scheme (RBFS) would allow much-needed improvements to go ahead. 
“Boating is a big part of many people’s lives in Bunbury and our facilities haven’t kept up with our growing population,” Mr Castrilli said. 

“This funding will provide for much-needed improvements to local jetties and ramps to make recreational boating more accessible and safer for everyone.”

“The funds will include a new jetty at Stirling Street and an extension to the Marabank Loop ramp so larger boats don’t hit the bottom in the shallow water when launching.”

“There will also be a much-needed toilet block constructed at Casuarina boat ramp and I am pleased that such a range of different facilities have been funded.”

The funding includes: 

· $46,500 to extend the Marabank Loop ramp into deeper water (ramp near the Bunbury Power Boat Club)
· $46,500 for an extension of the ramp at Stirling Street
· $142,500 for a new Stirling Street finger jetty

· $5,728 for Casuarina Boat Harbour mooring – this will provide a mooring point for visiting boats or during a storm emergency
· $45,000 for a boating facilities study for the Leschenault Estuary and Collie River including the areas near Pelican Point, Eaton and Australind 
In addition, $120,000 will also be spent to construct a toilet block at the Casuarina Harbour boat ramp, with $90,000 from a pre-existing RBFS allocation. 

Mr Castrilli said funding for the RBFS was traditionally sourced from boat registration fees, but has been quadrupled this year thanks to an injection of $20m in Royalties for Regions funding for the scheme over four years.
Media Contact: Yasmin Pearce – 9791 3636 or 0417 189 620
