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July 15, 2011
State offers package for College Grove land swap
A long-awaited land swap arrangement to protect College Grove bushland is set to go ahead, with the details of the exchange announced today.

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli announced the State Government has today made an offer of several parcels of land to the City of Bunbury, to exchange for environmentally-sensitive land at College Grove. The parcels of land to be swapped have been identified during extensive consultation and negotiation between the City of Bunbury, the State Government and Landcorp, after the City of Bunbury put forward a list of requested areas.
“State Cabinet has approved an arrangement that will see land transferred to the City in exchange for its interest in land in College Grove, which was planned to be sub-divided for housing in a joint venture with Landcorp,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“However, after concerns were raised about the environmental impact of further clearing in this area, I proposed that a land swap could be arranged to save the College Grove land from further clearing.” 

“This package is an excellent outcome because the land swap will protect environmentally-sensitive bushland south of Sommerville Drive from further clearing, while also financially compensating the City for the loss of income through land sales.”
“I believe the offer being made to the City of Bunbury will be pleasing for all involved,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“This is an election commitment which I have worked hard to see delivered and while it was not a quick or simple process, we have reached an outcome which should satisfy everyone involved.”

“An important part of the approval also includes funding to extend Somerville Drive through to Robertson Drive, providing a second access road to the suburb of College Grove, which residents have long been calling for.”
Mr Castrilli he looks forward to the City’s formal acceptance of the offer, which would mean that the 43 lots at College Grove which are already serviced and soon to be released for sale will be the last land developed in the subdivision south of Somerville Drive. 

NOTE: See attached document for further background information.
Media Contact: Yasmin Pearce – 9791 3636 or 0417 189 620
BACKGROUND ON COLLEGE GROVE LAND SWAP
· Around 2007, concerns grew stronger over the environmental impact of clearing at College Grove

· The College Grove subdivision is a joint venture between the City of Bunbury and Landcorp – with the sale of land to assist in funding COB projects

· In May 2008 John Castrilli wrote to the then Minister for Housing & Works, Michelle Roberts, proposing a land-swap arrangement to prevent the COB from being financially disadvantaged by the development ceasing

· The initial land identified for a possible land swap was in Washington Avenue 

· However the proposal was rejected by Minister Roberts

· John continued to advocate on the issue and with the change of Government, secured an assurance from Minister for Lands, Brendon Grylls, that the land swap proposal would be revisited

· Because the process was going to be complicated and time-consuming John secured a written assurance from Minister Grylls (Feb 2009) that no further development would take place in College Grove while the land swap was being worked on. This was to enable all parties to thoroughly investigate the options while there was a moratorium on further clearing

· John worked with the City to identify parcels of land that would be beneficial to its future development. 

· The land swap will protect environmentally sensitive bushland without financial loss to the City or Landcorp

