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Sept 23, 2011
Funds to develop Noongar memorial park in Bunbury
A memorial park will be created in Bunbury to recognise the area’s indigenous heritage and provide a site for the interment of ancestral remains, after a State Government grant was delivered for the project. 
 Bunbury MLA John Castrilli today presented a cheque for $100,500 to the City of Bunbury, which will manage the project in conjunction with the Goomburrup Aboriginal Corporation and the Department of Indigenous Affairs.

 “This is a very important project in terms of providing a place for people to reflect on our region’s indigenous heritage,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“I understand that the Back Beach area has significance to our Noongar population and the creation of a memorial park will recognise its cultural importance.”

“It will be a place for people to reflect and remember, and to look towards the future.”

Mr Castrilli said that during previous enhancement works at the Back Beach several years ago, indigenous remains were discovered so the project was an important outcome in providing a site to re-inter the remains.
The project will include a ramp and path network through the site on Ocean Drive, plantings of native vegetation, timber viewing platforms and areas which could be used for community art or cultural projects. 

Mr Castrilli said the Lotterywest grant was the final piece of the “funding jigsaw” required before the project could go ahead. It has already received $300,000 from a Royalties for Regions grant, and the City of Bunbury will contribute $94,000, with a total project cost of $494,500. 
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