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Government slams opposition claims on Bunbury Waterfront as misleading and wearisome

The State Government has denounced claims by South West MLC Adele Farina that the first stage of the Bunbury Waterfront development will deliver $20million profit to Government and that an election promise has been broken, as false, misleading and mischievous.

Lands Minister Brendon Grylls and Bunbury MLA John Castrilli recently announced Government approval of a $23.8million funding strategy for Stage 1 of the proposed Bunbury Waterfront development.  
The funding strategy for Stage 1, which includes a $3.5million contribution to the City of Bunbury for the demolition or part restoration of the timber jetty, was determined despite forecasted revenue of $20million. Therefore this effectively leaves a loss for the State’s land developer, LandCorp, and not a $20million profit.

Minister Castrilli said it was baffling how Ms Farina could have knowledge of these figures, and yet still try to undermine the project with inaccurate statements about profit-making for Stage 1.

“The Member for the South West appears to be fighting this project every step of the way for her own political agenda and not for the greater good of the community,” Mr Castrilli said.

“I think everyone is tired of the roadblocks.  Let’s get positive and make things happen for Bunbury and not keep knocking all the time” 

“People realise that when a project is done in stages, that means there is more to come,” Mr Castrilli said.  
“The $23.8million announced is for Stage 1 only and there will be additional funding announced in the future when future stages are ready to proceed.”  

Mr Castrilli has also dismissed as scare-mongering suggestions by Ms Farina that the scale and density of the Stage 1 development could be bigger than preferred by the community.

“The revised concept plans for Stage 1 clearly demonstrate that we are working with the City of Bunbury and the community to meet their expectations, and are entirely consistent with the plans advertised as part of the community consultation for the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme amendments for Koombana North and Marlston North.”

LandCorp is currently progressing the structure planning for Stage 1.  The Structure Plan will provide details of the scope of the development, including building height, density and public open space.  If endorsed by the City, the plans will be again presented to the public for comment. 

Stage 1 is the first of a number of stages planned for the Bunbury Waterfront. Progressing development in components allows work to start in the areas supported by the community, while continued planning and consultation can occur for other proposed development areas.  
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