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$2million boost for new homeless services centre
A local agency providing support services for homeless and disadvantaged people has received a $2m grant from Lotterywest to help build a new service centre.   
Accordwest (formerly ASWA) will use the funds towards building a new $4million head office and community services facility in Bunbury. 
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli presented the Lotterywest cheque today and said the funding signalled a new way forward for Accordwest. 

“Staff and volunteers of the organisation are currently working from a very cramped building. A new purpose-built centre will provide much better working conditions for staff and privacy for clients,” Mr Castrilli said. 
“Accordwest helps a wide range of homeless and disadvantaged people, primarily youth and families.
“Helping keep a roof over people’s heads is a very important job and the new premises will help Accordwest in delivering services to around 16,000 people in Bunbury and the wider South West.”

“The organisation has a “one-stop shop” approach to helping people, and the new headquarters will enable this to continue more effectively. 

The new centre will be built on land in Forrest Avenue which the organisation purchased in 2010. Accordwest is the largest provider of support services to homeless people in the South West.
It has approximately 60 staff and 20 volunteers, providing 20 different types of services including accommodation, financial advice, emergency relief, employment and training, and counselling and services for ex-prisoners to re-enter the community. 
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