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Program expansion a win for all babies
Bunbury MLA John Castrilli is delighted the State Government’s newborn hearing screening program will be further expanded so that all babies born in Bunbury and the South West will be able to receive a free screening test. 
Babies born in Bunbury Regional Hospital already receive the free test, which John Castrilli pushed to see introduced, but parents of babies born at St John of God Hospital had been required to pay for the test off-site. 

Mr Castrilli welcomed Health Minister Kim Hames’ announcement today (Dec 22) that all babies born in both public and private hospitals throughout WA will now be able to have the free Newborn Hearing Screening.  
“I started pushing for the expansion of the screening program in 2007, when babies born in Bunbury and other regional areas did not have access to the free tests, while babies born in Perth’s public hospitals did,” said Mr Castrilli. 

“Since then, I was delighted to see the free screening program expanded by Minister Hames in 2009 to include regional public hospitals.” 

“Now, the Minister has gone one step further. The last piece of the funding puzzle is complete and babies born in all hospitals will be able to receive this important screening test.”  
“It is worth its weight in gold because one in 1000 babies tested have some form of hearing impairment. Newborn screening allows this to be detected so early intervention can help children reach their full potential.”
More than 140,000 babies have been screened in WA through the program, with the test involving a non-invasive device picking up the baby’s response to soft clicking sounds. Babies can be tested from as young as 12 hours old. 
Timeline of program expansion
2007: Local residents bring to John Castrilli’s attention that babies born in Bunbury hospitals did not receive free hearing screening tests, while Perth babies did.

 John commenced lobbying the former Government to introduce the free program in regional areas. However these calls were ignored.
2008: Following the election of the Barnett Government, John raised the matter again with the new Health Minister, Kim Hames. 

2009: Minister Hames announced infant hearing screening expansion to include regional public hospitals. 

2010: Statistics show that 96% of babies born in regional public hospitals were being tested. 

Dec 2011: Newborn Hearing Screening Program expanded to include all babies born in WA, including private hospitals. 
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