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EXCITING YEAR OF PROJECTS

Bunbury MLA John Castrilli looks over progress on the
new South West radiotherapy centre with Perkins site
manager Ray Comley.

As we move into a new year, progress is
continuing on a range of important initiatives
to benefit the local community. John Castrilli
outlines his priorities for the year and projects
he is continuing to work on . . .

Health services
Improving our local health

system is always a top pri-
ority and in 2011 there are
some exciting projects which
we will see brought to fru-
ition, including the opening
of the new cancer radio-
therapy unit at the Bunbury
Health Campus later this
year.

Patients needing radio-
therapy for the most common
types of cancers will be able
to have the treatment close to
home, reducing the physical,
financial and emotional bur-
den of travelling and staying
in Perth.

Genesis Care has been
awarded the contract to pro-
vide radiation oncology ser-
vices at the $15.2million
centre.

Before the last election I
pledged to see this vital fa-
cility delivered and I am
thrilled this important el-
ement of the project has been
now finalised, soon adding to
the raft of health services
available at the South West
Health Campus.

I also look forward to
opening our much-needed

Intensive Care Unit — which
will be the first regional ICU
in the State — and progress
towards the expansion of the
emergency department.

All these facilities will im-
prove patient outcomes and
allow more critically-ill or in-
jured patients to be treated
closer to home.
Bunbury waterfront

The Waterfront Project
has huge potential to revital-
ise our city and I look for-
ward to seeing a community-
driven vision emerge in 2011.

Unfortunately there has
been a lot of conflict, misin-
formation and delays sur-
rounding this project.

Currently no planning
whatsoever can occur for any
of the waterfront sites be-
cause of an anomaly with the
land-use zoning of the area.
But I hope 2011 will be a year
for action and better cooper-
ation to ensure progress
towards a more vibrant fu-
ture for this under-utilised
area of our city.

All the public submissions
made last year on the project
areas — Marlston North,
K o o m b a n a N o r t h a n d

Koombana South — have
now been assessed and I ex-
pect an announcement will
soon be made regarding the
three areas by the Minister
for Planning, John Day.

I want to see a long-term
vision established for the
waterfront area but it needs
to be a vision which is in tune
with public expectations.

High-care facility
The project to offer an

alternative to young people
living in nursing homes is
close to my heart and one
which I have been pushing
for during the past eight
years. In 2010 the MS Society
came on board, the State
Government donated land in
Treendale and the ground

works began. In 2011, I hope
to see construction progress
without delays to ensure it
will be operational by 2012.
This facility will cater for
people aged under 55 with an
acquired brain injury or de-
generative neurological con-
dition requiring high-level
care. It is being built by the
MS Society which will man-
age it and Rotary has also be-
come a generous supporter.

Land Swap
I hope that the College

Grove Land Swap agreement
will be finalised between the
State Government and City of
Bunbury early in 2011.

In 2008 I proposed that a
land swap be entered into, to
save this precious bushland
from clearing. This has been
a complex process between
the parties involved but I ho-
pe to see a resolution soon for
the sake of our environment,
the City of Bunbury and resi-
dents of College Grove.

Since the landswap was
proposed, a moratorium on
further clearing at College
Grove has been in effect.

I look forward to the day
when this situation is formal-
ised to protect important bu-
shland for the future, while
also compensating the City of
Bunbury for the loss of in-
come from the College Grove
subdivision, which it is a joint
partner in. This will also pro-
vide the City of Bunbury with

funding to complete the
much-needed Somerville
Drive extension.

School upgrades
With the new school year

just a week away, parents,
students and staff can look
forward to seeing several up-
grades completed soon at lo-
cal schools.

Several important State-
funded school projects are
nearing completion in Bun-
bury, in addition to others
completed last year.

I look forward to seeing all
these upgrades operational in
2011 to create better learning
environments.

They include:
● Bunbury Senior High

School — Administration up-
grade due for completion ea-
rly 2011. Student services up-
grade was completed in April
2010.

● Bunbury Primary School
— Library Resource centre
upgrade due for completion
early 2011.

● South Bunbury P.S. —
Two new activity areas plus
upgrade including canteen
and administration refurbi-
shments, library modifi-
cation, new carpark and ac-
c e s s r a m p s d u e f o r
completion April 2011

● Withers P.S. — New ad-
ministration block due to
open early 2011

Have a say on mental health
Local residents have the opportunity to be at the
forefront of mental health reform by nominating for
membership of WA’s first Mental Health Advisory
Council, announced recently by Mental Health Minister
Helen Morton.

JohnCastrilli said itwas important that theopinionsand
experiencesofmentalhealthconsumers, their families
andcarers fromregionalareasanddiversebackgrounds,
wereheardalongside thoseofprofessionals in the field.

Expressionsof interestarebeingsought forup to11
communitymembers for thecouncil,whowillbe
appointedby theMinister forMentalHealthon the
recommendationof thechair.

Nomination formsareavailableonlineat
www.mentalhealth.wa.gov.auor fromJohnCastrilli’s
officeat4BSpencerStreet.

NominationscloseonFriday,February11.

Celebrating achievements
AUSTRALIA Day is a time of great celebration in the
local community.

JohnCastrilli said tomorrow’seventswerealsoan
opportunity forpeople topay tribute to theworkofprevious
generationsandacknowledgeourcurrent volunteersand
leaders.

‘‘Aspeopleenjoysome time to relax tomorrow, Iwould
alsourge themto look to the futureand thinkaboutwhat
theycando tohelpothersandbecomemore involved in
our local community,’’MrCastrilli said.

‘‘I offermycongratulations to thosewhowillbenamedas
Bunbury’sCitizensof theYear,andhope thatotherscan
take inspiration fromthem.’’

MrCastrilli encouragedpeople toenjoy the festivities in
andaroundBunbury,but toact responsiblyand if they
weredrinking,plannot todrive.

Keeping history alive

John Castrilli presented a State flag on Friday to 10th Light
Horse Bunbury Troop members Harry Ball, on Dazza, Sandra
Hall, on Layla, Kerri Gibbs, on Libby, and Alan Fairhead, on
Silversprings Mistress. Also present were veteran Roger
Edwards and Bunbury RSL president Glen Stoddart.

Members of the 10th Light Horse Bunbury Troop approached Jo-
hn Castrilli recently asking if he could donate a State flag to replace
their old one, which was damaged by senseless vandals.

Mr Castrilli was more than happy to assist and presented troop
members with a new flag on Friday which will be proudly dis-
played when they ride in parades and shows.

Troop president Harry Ball said they were looking for new
members, particularly younger riders, so they could keep the his-
tory of the light horsemen alive and promote the skills of horse-
manship.

They also plan to have a stronger presence at agricultural shows
and events such as the Anzac Day parade.

Time out for a cuppa
John Castrilli took some time out last week to catch up over a cof-
fee with Bunbury residents Curtis Wild and Lawrence Mitting
(pictured).

Curtis ‘‘adopted’’ John through the Adopt a Politician program
in 2007 and John has also struck up a firm friendship with Law-
rence after advocating on his behalf on several issues.

‘‘I think it’s important to remember that we all have different
abilities and talents and we can all contribute to help make our
community a better place,’’ Mr Castrilli said.

‘‘I am inspired by the way Lawrence and Curtis are always posi-
tive and grab opportunities with both hands.’’

The only thing the three disagree on is who is the better football
team - John is an Eagles supporter while Curtis and Lawrence are
both big Dockers fans who enjoyed watching their team grow
stronger last year.


